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Issue:
Status update in reducing greenhouse gas emissions within the Mill Valley community,
and progress in achieving its community-wide emission reduction targets aimed at
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 15% below 2005 levels by the year 2020.
Recommendation:
Receive presentation and provide direction, as needed.
Background:
This staff report serves to update City Council on its progress in reducing communitywide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. As originally adopted by City Council in 2007
and further codified in the Climate Action Element of City’s General Plan, the City has
committed to inventory its greenhouse gas emissions and compare its emission with its
2005 baseline conditions, with the goal of:
• Reducing GHG emissions community wide 15% below 2005 levels by the year
2020.
• Reducing government related emissions 20% below 2005 levels by the year 2020.
(Note that government operations are a small portion of the overall communitywide emissions).
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Legislative Background and Regional Coordination. The emission reduction targets
set for the year 2020 are similar to other local jurisdictions targets and those set by the
state through legislative initiative (AB32). Additional emission reduction targets are now
being established by the State going beyond the year 2020 with a target of 40% below
baseline emissions by 2030. These future emission reduction targets will be part of
subsequent discussion topics for City Council and the community.
Staff continues to work collaboratively through the Marin Climate and Energy
Partnership (MCEP) to streamline and coordinate the implementation of GHG measures
and policies set forth in the various jurisdictions’ Climate Action Plans. MCEP meets
monthly and is a joint partnership between each of the eleven Marin cities and towns, the
County of Marin County, the Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD), Marin Clean
Energy (MCE), and the Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM). MCEP's mission is to:
1) discuss, study and implement overarching policies and programs, ranging from
emission reduction strategies to adaptation, contained in each agency's Climate Action
Plan; and 2) collect data and report on progress in meeting each partner member's
individual greenhouse gas (GHG) emission targets.
Illustrated below is MCEP’s “Marin Sustainability Tracker,” which includes twelve
metrics gauging a community’s level of consumption and implementation of
sustainability measures related to energy, waste, transportation, water and greenhouse gas
reductions.

Source: Marin Climate & Energy Partnership, Sustainability Tracker, http://marintracker.org/.
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Discussion:
Christine O’Rourke, Climate Action Director for MCEP, will provide an overview of
Mill Valley’s emissions inventory, contained ATTACHMENT 1. You may note that the
emissions inventory is from 2014, which is the most “current” year that data can be
extracted and obtained from various sources. As part of the 2015 emissions inventory,
there will also be additional data on government operations, which is a small subset of the
overall community operations (approximately 3% of total GHG emissions).
Community Emission-Reduction Targets
The City of Mill Valley continues to strive towards its goal of reducing GHG emissions.
Recent 2014 data indicates that the City has reduced its emissions by 12% between 2005
and 2014, putting the City on track to meet its emission targets for 2020.
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The proportion of emissions remains the same – the largest contributor being the
transportation sector (54% of 2014 emission), followed by residential energy use (27%)
and commercial energy use (14%). However, the portion of residential energy use has
been decreased by over 4% from 31% of total emissions in 2005 to 27% in 2014, for
which the City was recently acknowledged by the League of Cities as part of the
BEACON award program.1 The City was also recognized by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), ranking #4 in the United Stated on the Green Power
Community List in which the City increased its green power percentage from 30% to
52%, which can be attributed to the sustainable energy efforts offered by PG&E and
Marin Clean Energy (MCE).
1

The Beacon Program is sponsored by the Institute for Local Government and the Statewide
Energy Efficiency Collaborative, and includes an annual award program to honor local
jurisdictions in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, energy savings and sustainability
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The largest emission reductions were related to electricity and natural gas use followed
by waste disposal and water use. Improvements in vehicle fuel efficiency also played a
part, however transportation remains the outlier with gains in fuel efficiency outweighed
by the pace of use (in terms of vehicle miles traveled). MCEP is partnered with TAM and
Marin Transit and continues to discuss innovative ways to address transportation, and is
carefully watching and discussing ways in which technology may play a role in the near
future, including driverless vehicles and private carpooling (such as Uber).
While government operations are a small portion of overall emissions (3%), the City is
making progress through energy reduction measures such as the installation of solar
panels at the Community Center. Council may wish to also consider “greener” energy
options offered by MCE ( “deep green”) and/or PG&E (“solar choice”), allowing the City
to offset energy-related GHG emissions through the use of sustainable solar and wind
energy sources.
See ATTACHMENT 2 for continued efforts underway by the City to reduce emissions
that are currently not addressed in the emissions inventory.
Government-Related Emissions
The City continues to make strides in reducing its emissions generated from public
building, the Wastewater Plant, City vehicle fleet, public lighting, waste and employee
commute.
Councilmember McEntee is the City’s Marin Clean Energy Board representative on the
Board of Directors, and has requested more information about using “deep green” for
City-related energy use. Based on preliminary estimates from MCE, transitioning from
“light green” to 100% renewable “deep green” energy will cost approximately $13,500
annually (minus any modifications to use or energy upgrades), and will reduce the City’s
GHG emissions by 203 metric tons which, by way of example, equates to:
• 49 electric vehicles at a total cost of $1,516,713 or $7,483/metric ton reduced; or
• 324 bicycles at a cost of $129,449 or $639/metric ton reduced; or
• 225 solar arrays (3.75 KW) at a cost of $3,037,500 or $14,986/metric ton
reduced.2
Going “deep green” also reduces the government-related emissions 7% from its 2005
government-related targets, which will greatly assist the City in achieving its emissions
reduction target (20% reduction in government-related emissions by 2020). Other
emission reduction measures that will further reduce City-related emissions (since 2005)
include the solar panels installed at the Community Center and Public Safety Building,
use of Zero Emission Vehicles and retrofitting the City’s street lights.
Should Council wish to consider deep green in supporting government operations energy
use, action should be taken as part of upcoming budget hearings. ATTACHMENT 3
2

Source: Analysis from Marin Clean Energy, correspondence from Chris Kubik dated February 1,
2017 .
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includes a resolution of support electing the City to consider the most sustainable, green
energy, as finances allow.
Next Steps:
Staff intends to continue to coordinate through MCEP joint meetings to discuss emission
reduction targets that go beyond 2020, and consider new State legislation establishing
longer-term emission reduction goals. The City’s Climate Action Plan will be updated
accordingly, identifying amount emission reduction measures required to meet new
targets.
Attachments:
1. 2014 Emissions Inventory
2. City Efforts to Reduce Emissions: Progress Underway
3. Resolution to elect the use of the most sustainable, green power available by MCE
and/or PG&E (as budget allows)
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ATTACHMENT 2: City Efforts to Reduce Emissions: Progress Underway
Recent Activity and Progress Underway:
• Community Center Solar Project. This project consists of solar panels on the
roofs of the buildings and canopies in the easterly parking lot, which will supply
the Community Center with the majority of its daily power needs. As an added
benefit of the project, the canopies in the parking lot will provide shade for parked
cars.
•

SASM Master Plan. SASM is in the process of upgrading its facility based on a
recently completed Master Plan. The new building will also have to meet new
building standards (such as plumbing and electrical), as well as satisfying the
City’s green building requirements.

•

Miller Avenue Streetscape. Construction on of the Miller Avenue Streetscape
will begin this summer, creating a multi-modal, “complete street” for the entire
corridor—from Downtown Mill Valley to Almonte/Multi-Use Trail.

•

Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Master Plan.
This Plan is currently being updated, with local
improvements continuing, such as the Bicycle corral at
Miller/Throckmorton (pictured right).

•

Transportation-Related Emissions. Establishment of a
Traffic Congestion/Reduction Advisory Committee to
identify possible actions to reduce traffic congestion
(including establishing school buses). Other efforts to
reduce single-occupancy and related emissions include the
SEED Initiative, Complete Streets Program, NonMotorized Pilot Program, Safe Routes to School Program,
and above-referenced Bicycle Master Plan.

•

Shopping Bag Ordinance. The City’s shopping bag
require a ten cent fee for paper bags at all retail
stores (except Dry Cleaners) became mandatory
August 2015.
The majority of other Marin
jurisdictions charge $0.10 for paper bags, but only
applies
to
supermarkets,
mini-marts
and
pharmacies..
Staff is monitoring the implementation of the
shopping bag ordinance and may return to City
Council in coordination with other local
jurisdictions’ ordinance updates due to a recent
trend by larger retail stores (such as Pet Co,
Safeway and CVS), which are selling plastic
“reusable” bags (allowed under Section 20.40.010,
indicating that plastic bags 2.25 mils thick qualify as
reusable bags). Staff is coordinating with Zero Waste Marin and MCEP to discuss
possible modifications to the model ordinance.
1

Leading by Example - Community Activities
Mill Valley continues to take the lead on sustainability, through daily activities and
organized events, some of which are highlighted below.
Resilient Neighborhoods.
MCEP has teamed with Resilient
Neighborhoods
to
integrate
sustainability
and
emergency
preparedness at the local, individual
level within Marin County jurisdictions.
In March, the Mill Valiant Global
Warming Warrior (pictured right)
formed a resilient neighborhoods team,
taking ownership of sustainability and
emergency preparedness actions for the
Sunnyside neighborhood.
These
members took some very significant actions including: giving up a car;
purchasing an all-electric vehicle; reducing the miles driven; upgrading to energy
efficient appliances, establishing family emergency plans and emergency supplies
and signing up for 100% deep green electricity option with MCE. The team
reduced its carbon footprint by 50,649 annual pounds of carbon emissions.
Another Mill Valley Resilient Neighborhood team is in the process of being
formed.
Upcoming Studies and Reports
• Marin Bay Waterfront Adaptation Vulnerability Evaluation (BayWAVE).
In 2015, the State Coastal Conservancy awarded the County of Marin a $250,000
grant to partially fund a Countywide Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment. A
main objective of this work is to integrate and build upon the various studies and
work that are applicable to addressing sea level rise. The County is in the process
of identifying the existing critical infrastructure in Marin County, which will be
used to conduct the vulnerability analysis. Additional community meetings and
outreach will follow once this preliminary inventory and analysis is conducted.

ATTACHMENT 2
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CITY OF MILL VALLEY
2014 ANNUAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INVENTORY

Draft December 2016
Prepared by the
Marin Climate & Energy Partnership

The Takeaway
Mill Valley’s greenhouse gas emissions dropped 12% between 2005 and 2014, putting the
City on track to meet local and statewide reduction goals for 2020. The largest reductions
were due to decreases in electricity and natural gas use and emissions. Decreases in waste
disposal and water use, and improvements in vehicle fuel efficiency, also played a part.
Although it looks like Mill Valley will meet its target to reduce emissions 15% by 2020, new
State legislation has set longer-term goals to reduce emissions 40% below baseline
emissions by 2030.

Introduction

Temperature Anomaly (Centigrade)

2016 is shaping up to be an historic year for climate change. Not only does it look like our planet will
beat the 2015 record for warmest year in the modern temperature record, carbon dioxide levels have
officially passed the symbolic 400 parts per million mark. On the good news front, California has set
another milestone to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with the adoption of SB 32 in 2016. This
landmark legislation builds on the reduction target established for the year 2020 under AB 32 and now
requires the State to reduce greenhouse
Global Annual Temperatures
gas emissions to 40% below 1990 levels
1.0
by 2030. The State’s long-term goal is to
reduce emissions to 80% below 1990
0.8
levels by 2050, which is what scientists
0.6
say is necessary to limit global warming
0.4
to 2oC and avoid the most catastrophic
0.2
effects of climate change. That will take
0.0
a complete overhaul of our transport-0.2
ation and energy systems, as well as
-0.4
probably some innovative ways to
-0.6
sequester carbon dioxide. But at least
1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020
we’re making progress, and both
California and Mill Valley are on track to
Source: NASA
meet their 2020 targets.
Beginning in 2016, Mill Valley will publish annual community greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions estimates
through the Marin Climate & Energy Partnership (MCEP). Annual inventories will help the City to more
closely monitor its progress in meeting its local goal to reduce community emissions 15% below baseline
(2005) emissions by 2020. This report reviews emissions generated from the community from 2005
through 2014 (the most recent year data is available). Annual inventories are intended to supplement
the full emissions inventories that are conducted every five years and were last prepared for 2010
emissions.
1

The inventory shows that the City has nearly achieved this target, with emissions 12% below baseline
emissions in 2014. Emissions dropped from about 91,200 metric tons CO2e (MTCO2e) in 2005 to 80,500
MTCO2e in 2014. The emissions trend and targets are shown below.

Mill Valley Emissions and Targets
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Community GHG Emissions

Recognizing the need for a collaborative approach to greenhouse gas reductions, city and county leaders
launched the Marin Climate and Energy Partnership (MCEP) in 2007. The City of Mill Valley is a member
of MCEP and works with representatives from the County of Marin and all of the other Marin cities and
towns to address and streamline the implementation of a variety of greenhouse gas reduction
measures. Funding for this inventory was provided by the Marin County Energy Watch Partnership
which administers public goods charges collected by PG&E. The annual inventories will be available on
the MCEP website at marinclimate.org and will be used to update the Marin Sustainability Tracker.

Emissions Reductions by Sector
This annual assessment tracks emissions in the seven sectors identified in the 2010 emissions inventory.
•

•
•

The Residential and Commercial sectors represent emissions generated from the use of
electricity, natural gas and propane in Mill Valley homes and commercial and governmental
buildings and facilities.
The Transportation sector includes tailpipe emissions from vehicles travelling on roads within
the city limits.
The Off-Road sector represents emissions from off-road vehicles and equipment used for
construction and lawn and garden maintenance.
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•

•

The Water and Wastewater sectors represent emissions from energy used to pump, convey and
treat water and wastewater, as well as fugitive greenhouse gasses that are created during the
wastewater treatment process.
The Waste sector includes fugitive methane emissions that are generated over time as organic
material decomposes in the landfill.

Table 1 shows how emissions in these sectors have changed since 2005. The greatest reductions have
occurred in the Residential (-6,775 MTCO2e) and Commercial (-2,154 MTCO2e) sectors, although there
have been significant declines on a percentage basis in the Waste and Water sectors. The likely reasons
for the largest emissions decreases are described in further detail in the remainder of this report.

Transportation

Waste

Water

Wastewater

Off-Road

Total

% Change
from 2005

Commercial

Year
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
Change
from 2005

Residential

Table 1: Mill Valley Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Sector, 2005-2014

%
Change
from
2005

28,137
28,060
30,754
30,700
30,196
27,457
27,807
27,096
25,649
21,363

13,512
13,538
15,306
14,616
13,507
12,271
11,701
12,144
11,933
11,358

44,190
45,282
45,397
45,323
44,996
44,866
44,909
44,677
43,840
43,707

3,101
3,293
2,998
2,581
2,186
2,072
2,018
2,118
2,187
2,128

548
518
724
744
607
454
397
414
437
337

610
600
676
687
641
590
574
613
626
608

1,134
1,110
1,086
1,061
1,037
1,012
1,010
1,011
1,006
995

91,232
92,401
96,940
95,712
93,170
88,722
88,416
88,073
85,679
80,495

1%
6%
5%
2%
-3%
-3%
-3%
-6%
-12%

-6,775

-2,154

-483

-973

-211

-2

-24%

-16%

-1%

-31%

-39%

0%

-140 -10,737
-12%

-12%

Major Emissions Sources
The following sections provide a year-by-year analysis of the changes in GHG emissions from the City’s
largest sources: electricity, natural gas, transportation, and waste. Whenever possible, each section
discussion includes the change in emissions from previous years and the likely influence of state and
local programs or policies and external factors on reducing emissions.
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Electricity Use and GHG Emissions
Electricity use in homes and businesses in Mill Valley declined 5% between 2013 and 2014, from about
69.2 million kWh to 65.7 million kWh, and dropped 8% since 2005. The Residential sector, which uses
54% of all electricity in Mill Valley, has reduced its electricity use by 10% since 2005. Electricity use
declined 6% in the Commercial sector over the same period, despite an improved economy. This
suggests that electricity reductions have occurred due to improved energy efficiency, conservation, and
solar installation.

Installed Solar Systems in Mill

1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

Property owners continued to install solar panels
Valley Area
in 2014, with 88 residential and 3 commercial
120
systems in the Mill Valley area (including
unincorporated areas) connected to the grid. As of 100
80
September 2016, there were 763 solar energy
systems in the Mill Valley area. The vast majority
60
(97%) are residential systems.
The rise in
40
installation of distributed solar has been enabled in
20
part by a 54% reduction in installed solar cost since
0
2008 and a recently-extended 30% federal tax
credit.1, 2 Mill Valley has adopted solar permit
streamlining procedures and fee waivers in order
Source: California Solar Statistics
to encourage solar installation, and the City has
enabled PACE programs that offer property owners a way to finance solar installations and energy
efficiency projects as an assessment on property tax bills. PACE programs provided nearly $90,000 in
funding to Mill Valley property owners by the end
of 2015.
Electricity Emissions, 2005-2014
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Electricity-related greenhouse gas emissions in the
Residential and Commercial sectors decreased 7%
between 2013 and 2014. Emissions dropped an
impressive 32% since 2005. This is primarily due to
the lower carbon intensity of electricity. PG&E
electricity has been steadily increasing the amount
of renewable energy in its power mix, and its
electricity was 11% less carbon intensive in 2014
than it was in 2005. MCE, which began providing
electricity to Mill Valley customers in 2010, has
1

U.S. Department of Energy, “Revolution…Now: The Future Arrives for Five Clean Energy Technologies – 2016
Update,” September 2016,
http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2016/09/f33/Revolutiona%CC%82%E2%82%ACNow%202016%20Report_2.pdf.
2
The Solar Investment Tax Credit was been extended in 2015 through 2019. The tax credit will drop to 26% in
2020 and 22% in 2021.
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historically provided electricity that is less carbon intensive than PG&E electricity. In 2014, MCE
electricity was 25% less carbon intensive than PG&E. MCE carries about two-thirds of the electricity
load in Mill Valley. In 2014, about 1.6% of the electricity purchased by Mill Valley MCE customers was
Deep Green. That percentage increased to 1.9% in 2015.
Natural Gas Use and GHG Emissions
Natural gas is used in residential and commercial buildings to provide space heating and power
equipment. Use of natural gas is highly variable depending on the weather conditions in a given year.
This variability has led natural gas use consumption in Mill Valley to fluctuate from year to year, from a
high of 5.1 million therms in 2011 to a low of 3.9 million therms in 2014. Emissions from natural gas
consumption fell 15% between 2013 and 2014, most likely due to a warmer year than usual. The chart
below compares natural gas usage in Mill Valley to regional heating degree days, a measure of how
much energy is required to warm the interior of a building relative to the outside temperature. Warmer
days result in fewer heating degree days. As shown below, natural gas consumption is highly correlated
to heating degree days. Reduction in energy use may also be attributed to energy efficiency programs
and rebates, local green building ordinances, and State building codes. California’s goal is to require all
new residential buildings to be zero net energy by 2020 and all new commercial buildings to be zero net
energy by 2030.
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Source (heating degree days): U.S. Department of Commerce, National Climatic Data Center

Transportation and GHG Emissions
Transportation activities accounted for approximately 54% of Mill Valley’s emissions in 2014. Emissions
from transportation peaked in 2007 at 45,397 MTCO2e and have slowly declined, hitting a low of 43,707
MTCO2e in 2014, a decrease of about 1% since 2005. Decreased emissions in the transportation sector
are due to more fuel efficient and alternatively fueled cars. The California clean car fuel standards and
5

regular turnover of the vehicle fleet have resulted in a 3% decrease in average emissions generated,
from 1.05 pounds per mile in 2005 to 1.01 pounds per mile in 2014. Vehicle miles travelled (VMT)
increased about 2% since 2005.

Vehicle Miles Travelled on Local Roads, 2005-2014
100,000,000
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90,000,000
85,000,000
80,000,000
75,000,000
70,000,000
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Source: Caltrans Highway Performance Monitoring System Public Roads Data

While it is difficult to pinpoint exactly how each land use and transportation policy affects emissions, the
City has undertaken many efforts to reduce emissions from transportation. Efforts during 2014 included
installation of vehicle charging station near the Public Safety Building and improvements to the bicycle
network, such as “sharrows” and bike lane improvements, a roundabout at the multi-use bike path, and
Camino Alto/Sycamore bike improvements.

Waste Disposal, 2005-2014
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Waste (tons)

Waste Disposal and GHG Emissions
Waste disposal from the community
declined 32% between 2005 and 2011, but
has since increased slightly as shown in the
table below. Nonetheless, it is encouraging
to see that disposal tonnage has held on to
most of the declines despite a strong local
economy. Emissions from waste disposal
decreased 3% between 2013 and 2014, and
were 31% below 2005 levels in 2014.

12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
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The associated decrease in emissions from
waste disposal is a result of the community’s and County’s goals to move toward
Zero Waste by 2025, including a residential
food waste composting program.

2,000
0
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Water Use and GHG Emissions
Water use declined 16% between 2013 and 2014, and 18% since 2005. Emissions, which are based on an
estimate of electricity used to pump, treat and convey water to users in Mill Valley, dropped by 39%
between 2005 and 2014 due to the lower carbon intensity of the electricity. The Marin Municipal Water
District began purchasing MCE Light Green electricity in 2010 and plans to begin using MCE Deep Green
electricity in July 2017.

Water Use, 2005-2014
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The decrease in water consumption is a result of local and statewide goals in response to a prolonged
drought. Recent local actions to reduce water use include adoption of water-efficient landscape
regulations.

Outreach and Coordination
In addition to the programs and actions described above, the City pursued a range of outreach activities
and participated in several multi-agency efforts, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Utilized the City’s newsletter, social media, and press to promote sustainability efforts
Supported and promoted local green festivals, lectures, workshops and activities
Participated in and supported the Marin Climate and Energy Partnership
Partnered with Resilient Neighborhoods to enroll Mill Valley households in a program to learn
about sustainability and take actions to reduce household greenhouse gas emissions
Participated in countywide sea level rise adaptation planning
Participation in the League of Cities, BEACON program that recognizes and celebrates
achievements of cities and counties that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save energy.
Most recently (2016), the City has won an award for a 5% reduction in energy reduction through
such efforts and retrofitting City lights with LED lighting.
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Summary, Priorities and Next Steps
Mill Valley has made significant progress in reducing GHG emissions since 2005. This report will allow
the City to apply through the League of Cities BEACON program for other future sustainability awards.
However, the City will need to continue to implement policies and programs that further reduce
emissions to achieve the 2020 GHG reduction target of 15% for community-related emissions. Priority
programs include:
•
•
•
•

Completing construction of Miller Avenue multi-modal features that will create a pedestrian and
bicycle connection from Downtown to the County’s Bay Trail
Green building update
Commercial composting, and
Further coordination with Transportation Authority of Marin and MCEP members to address
creative incentives for reducing vehicular travel.

Staff will also be coordinating with MCEP members to discuss new targets for 2030, in relationship to SB
32, and revising its Climate Action Plan, as needed.
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ATTACHMENT 2: City Efforts to Reduce Emissions: Progress Underway
Recent Activity and Progress Underway:
• Community Center Solar Project. This project consists of solar panels on the
roofs of the buildings and canopies in the easterly parking lot, which will supply
the Community Center with the majority of its daily power needs. As an added
benefit of the project, the canopies in the parking lot will provide shade for parked
cars.
•

SASM Master Plan. SASM is in the process of upgrading its facility based on a
recently completed Master Plan. The new building will also have to meet new
building standards (such as plumbing and electrical), as well as satisfying the
City’s green building requirements.

•

Miller Avenue Streetscape. Construction on of the Miller Avenue Streetscape
will begin this summer, creating a multi-modal, “complete street” for the entire
corridor—from Downtown Mill Valley to Almonte/Multi-Use Trail.

•

Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Master Plan.
This Plan is currently being updated, with local
improvements continuing, such as the Bicycle corral at
Miller/Throckmorton (pictured right).

•

Transportation-Related Emissions. Establishment of a
Traffic Congestion/Reduction Advisory Committee to
identify possible actions to reduce traffic congestion
(including establishing school buses). Other efforts to
reduce single-occupancy and related emissions include the
SEED Initiative, Complete Streets Program, NonMotorized Pilot Program, Safe Routes to School Program,
and above-referenced Bicycle Master Plan.

•

Shopping Bag Ordinance. The City’s shopping bag
require a ten cent fee for paper bags at all retail
stores (except Dry Cleaners) became mandatory
August 2015.
The majority of other Marin
jurisdictions charge $0.10 for paper bags, but only
applies
to
supermarkets,
mini-marts
and
pharmacies..
Staff is monitoring the implementation of the
shopping bag ordinance and may return to City
Council in coordination with other local
jurisdictions’ ordinance updates due to a recent
trend by larger retail stores (such as Pet Co,
Safeway and CVS), which are selling plastic
“reusable” bags (allowed under Section 20.40.010,
indicating that plastic bags 2.25 mils thick qualify as
reusable bags). Staff is coordinating with Zero Waste Marin and MCEP to discuss
possible modifications to the model ordinance.
1

Leading by Example - Community Activities
Mill Valley continues to take the lead on sustainability, through daily activities and
organized events, some of which are highlighted below.
Resilient Neighborhoods.
MCEP has teamed with Resilient
Neighborhoods
to
integrate
sustainability
and
emergency
preparedness at the local, individual
level within Marin County jurisdictions.
In March, the Mill Valiant Global
Warming Warrior (pictured right)
formed a resilient neighborhoods team,
taking ownership of sustainability and
emergency preparedness actions for the
Sunnyside neighborhood.
These
members took some very significant actions including: giving up a car;
purchasing an all-electric vehicle; reducing the miles driven; upgrading to energy
efficient appliances, establishing family emergency plans and emergency supplies
and signing up for 100% deep green electricity option with MCE. The team
reduced its carbon footprint by 50,649 annual pounds of carbon emissions.
Another Mill Valley Resilient Neighborhood team is in the process of being
formed.
Upcoming Studies and Reports
• Marin Bay Waterfront Adaptation Vulnerability Evaluation (BayWAVE).
In 2015, the State Coastal Conservancy awarded the County of Marin a $250,000
grant to partially fund a Countywide Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment. A
main objective of this work is to integrate and build upon the various studies and
work that are applicable to addressing sea level rise. The County is in the process
of identifying the existing critical infrastructure in Marin County, which will be
used to conduct the vulnerability analysis. Additional community meetings and
outreach will follow once this preliminary inventory and analysis is conducted.
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-___
A RESOLUTION OF THE MILL VALLEY CITY COUNCIL
SUPPORTING THE PURCHASE AND USE OF GREENER, SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
TO OFFSET THE GREEN HOUSE GAS EMISSIONS GENERATED BY
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
WHEREAS, the City of Mill Valley is undertaking policies, programs and activities to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save energy through its Climate Action Plan, which is
incorporated in the City’s General Plan; and
WHEREAS, these policies, programs and activities conserve natural resources, save
energy and money, and promote sustainable land use and transportation planning in the
community; and
WHEREAS, Climate Policy “Cl.1” in the General Plan states that the City shall “support
and provide incentives for using and investing in clean energy and energy efficiency solutions”;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Mill Valley is striving towards its emissions reduction goal,
with progress made in its government operations, including the procurement of four (4) electric
vehicles; installation of a vehicle charging station; retrofitting the City’s streetlights; and
installation of solar panels at the Community Center and Public Safety Building; and
WHEREAS, the City of Mill Valley has adopted an emission reduction goal for the year
2020 whereby its government-related emissions will be reduced by 20% from its 2005 emission
levels; and
WHEREAS, cities such as Mill Valley, are leading by example to illustrate ways in
which greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced; and
WHEREAS, the Mill Valley community continues to be recognized for its efforts in
reducing emissions, including the League of California’s BEACON spotlight award for energy
savings and ranking fourth on the Environmental Protection Agency’s 2016 Green Power List in
which the City can attribute 52% of its energy as power generated from Green Energy.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MILL VALLEY agrees to consider purchasing greener energy options as part of the
budget review and adoption process as a means of offsetting the Greenhouse Gas emissions
generated from the operation of government buildings.
Motion by Councilmember:
Second by Councilmember:
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PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Mill Valley
on the ___ day of _____________, 2017 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
__________________________
Jessica Sloan, Mayor
ATTEST:

__________________________________
Kelsey Rogers,
City Clerk
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